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September 2009 

President’s Comments… 

It’s mid August already and it seems like Mike and I just arrived at GNR in Forest City 

the first of July.  We’re making good use of our coach currently parking in Brooklyn, 

Michigan at a campground at MIS (Michigan International Speedway) indulging 

Mike’s love of all things Nascar.  A second plus of camping here is that this afternoon 

it is 74 degrees and I wish you all could be here. 

We had the best time at GNR, especially in the Texas Row.  Texas coaches totaled 77 

who parked in various areas, but the majority in Texas Row.  All joined us for Social 

Hour and meals no matter where their coach was parked.  Our third annual “Texas 

Welcome Barbeque” was served Sunday afternoon with some super brisket brought 

from our great state just for US.  The sides provided by the wonderful cooks from 

Texas were just delicious.  Monday we gathered for “brisket fajitas” which turned 

out yummy.  Wednesday we served sloppy joes with sides, and Thursday was Pizza 

Party night.  So we pretty much ate our way thru GNR. 

 

Our thanks to Bonnie Tittle for organizing our marvelous Bean Bag Baseball Team, 

who did not make it past first round BUT had a whole lotta fun.    Bob Doyle 

(Sparkling W) won a grand trophy for Second Place in the Annual Golf Tournament.  

Texans made a great showing and did us PROUD.  We’re especially proud that Texas 

W and nearly all of our chapters received Chapter of Excellence awards this year. A 

great testament to all of the officers and members. 

 

We hope you are all planning to saddle up and join us “Hors’n Around in Bandera”.  

Stephanie and The Lone Star Travelers have a lot of fun planned for us, and it’s a 

great area to visit.  We hope to have several of the new people we met at GNR join 

us and meet the rest of the group and enjoy our Rally. 

 

Kathie Todd, ¢ŜȄŀǎ ά²έ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Bonnie Tittle for organizing the 

marvelous Bean Bag Baseball Team who 

unfortunately, did not make it past the first 

round BUT they had a whole lot of fun.    Bob 

Doyle (Sparkling W) won a grand trophy for 

Second Place in the Annual Golf Tournament.  

Texans made a great showing and did us PROUD.   

 We’re especially proud that Texas W and nearly all of our chapters received 

Chapter of Excellence awards this year, a great testament to all of the officers and 

members. 

 

We hope you are all planning to saddle up and join us “Hors’n Around in Bandera”.  

Stephanie and The Lone Star Travelers have a lot of fun planned for us, and it’s a 

great area to visit.  We hope to have several of the new people we met at GNR join 

us and meet the rest of the group and enjoy our Rally.          

 

YŀǘƘƛŜ ¢ƻŘŘΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ά²έ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Rallies 

October 16-18, 2009 

Texas “W” State Rally È Skyline Ranch È Bandera, TX 

 

January 15-17, 2010 

State Meeting È Lake Conroe KOA È Montgomery, TX 

 

April 16-18, 2010 

State Meeting È Mineola Civic Center È Mineola, TX 
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A Familiar Face Returns 

After too many missed GNRôs, Betty 
Snow packed up her Aspect with two 

grandchildren, Cousin Doris and  
a whole lot of ñWitstockò d®cor and 

costumes.  She and the Sparkling W 

gang in attendance really did a great 
job decorating themselves and the 

head of Texas Row. It was fun to 
note that Betty drove the family away 

in a Brave. 
 

 

 

Tuesday was ñRow Partyò night, Bill and Vera Lowrey (with sidekicks Ben 

and Pat Crabtree & Betty Smith) assumed responsibility for Texas Row 

Party and really did us up proud serving yummy pinto beans and mini 
cornbread muffins to over 325 people. 

 

 

Happy Camper Cook-Off 

Our very own Chef Bill Thatcher 
and Sous-Chef Betty Smith were 

one of the six teams who entered 

the cook-off. The audience 
watched with excitement as the 

fires were lit and babied to 
readiness.   

 The burgers and sides tenderly prepared for the grills, and finally removed and 

arranged on the serving platters for a gourmet presentation to the judges.  We 

were Texas proud when they received the ñMost Uniqueò award for their Cattle 
Stock Burger entry. 

 

 

High Fives to Larry and Sharyn Miller who both won Blue Ribbons in the 
Arts & Crafts Show.  Larryôs  entry was a pastoral scene done in Relief 

Woodcarving (a craft he has only recently taken up) and Sharynôs was a 

gorgeous hand sewn quilt,  entitled ñWhat Was I Thinkingò referring to the 
amount of time it took to complete it. 

 

 



 

 

Texas ñWò Club Members Running for Office by Chair Mike Todd & Clarence Callaway 

This year’s Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following slate of officers for 2010: 

¶ President - Kathie Todd 

¶ First Vice President – Bill Lowrey 

¶ Second Vice President – Gary Rigsby 

¶ Secretary –  Martha Callaway 

¶ Treasurer – Delilah Parsley 
The committee will accept additional nominations up to the October 17 election; nominations can also be made from the 
floor at the annual meeting. 
 

2009 Arts & Crafts Show 

Itôs time for all you Talented Texans to bring out your best artsy 
stuff for entrance in the Arts & Crafts Show in Bandera.  The 

First Place winner at the state level is automatically entered as 

Best of Show from Texas W in the National Arts and Crafts 
Show in 2010 at GNR.  The rules are that the craft should have 

been completed with the last year and not previously entered in 
a competition at GNR.     A kit may be used but has to be noted 

that it was created from a kit. 

 

Sonny & Nancy King, our 

First Vice President and 
Secretary have made the 

hard decision to sell their 
Winnebago and give up 

traveling.  As President, I 

benefited greatly from the 
many hours of work they 

did for our state club and 
thank them very much.   

 
Texas W will  

miss you both! 

  
Kathie 

 

Pre-Rally Dining 
Wednesday evening October 14th at Bandera, Texas 
 

 
 

Wednesday night only special, 
bring your own steak 

(uncooked) you grill it yourself 

using the BBQ pits or cauldrons 
with coals provided and you 

purchase a plate for $4 that 
includes the sides, menu may 

vary salad, potato, etc. 
 

 
If you are interested please RSVP (ON THE REGISTRATION FORM ï THERE IS ONLY 
ROOM FOR 40 PARTICIPANTS). Join the fun and fellowship. 

 
QUESTIONS? ï CONTACT: Mike Todd ž 936-788-3721 ž m_todd1@msn.com 

 

 
 

 
Mike Todd 

936-788-3721 or 
Email: m_todd1@msn.com 

 

The Texas ñWò 

membership voted during the January meeting to 

raise the 2010 dues to $20.00 If anyone has 

already prepaid their 2010 duesé good news, 

your dues are considered current and no more is 

due.  For those who have not yet paid 2010 dues 

(due October 2009) ï good news tooéwhere else 

can you spend so little and have so much fun! 

DUES 2010 
 

 

 

New Members  

Since the last newsletter Larry and Joanie Wisian 
have joined the Texas ñWò family. 

 

 
We rememberé 

Nelda Faye Schmidt passed away on July 1st, 2009. She and 

her husband were members, of the local chapter, Bluebonnet 

Travelers and the Texas "W" Club since 2001. Faye is survived 

by her husband Hilmer of over 50 years and her son Alan, 

three step children, eleven grandchildren, eight great 

grandchildren and two great,great grandchildren. Faye and 

Hilmer have been very active, gracious, club members and 

installed 14 electrical hook-ups for our chapter, at 

their beloved Indian Hills Farm, in Brenham, Texas.  


